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ALL FOR CHRIST. 
By Miss M. C. Laturop, of Allahabad, Indiu. 


N the early days of our Mission work, we had as a pupil, 
a young girl, the only-child of a widow. The two lived 
quite alone, in a poor mud hut, in the crowded part of the 
native city. The mother was a stirring active woman, and 
managed in various ways, to earn sufficient to give them the 
barest necessaries of life. She learned to read a very little, 
and sometimes taught those entirely ignorant, and thus earned 
a few pice, and gained a reputation in her neighborhood. 
The daughter was very bright and soon learned to use her 
fingers skillfully, so that her knitted comforters, embroi- 
dered slippers, and caps, found ready sale from the native 
gentlemen, the wives in the Zenanas being the purchasers. 
Her caste was not so high as to prevent her going outside 
her house, but if the work needed to be taken any distance, 
the mother being older, went instead of the daughter. All 
this time she was going on with her studies, diligent and suc- 
cessful. Now and again the mother spoke to us of the time 
when she must get her married. We always counselled delay, 
and this agreed with her sentiments, as she dreaded the time 
when she could no longer control Lachmin’s movements. 
At last the day came, when she felt Hindu custom could 
not be farther defied, and she, leaving Lachmin in the care of 
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friends, set out on foot for her native village, to search a fit- 
ting man for her son-in-law, all the men in the town being, as 
she said, very wicked and disagreeable. She returned weary 
and footsore, her task well done, according to her mind, and 
the marriage soon took place. It was not long, before we 
began to hear complaints. The man was entirely ignorant of 
books, and knew of no work he could do in the city, and in fact, 
the scholarly ways of his young wife pleased him, as little as his 
manners did her. They went on for a while, he spending a 
part of his time in the city—the remainder in his village 
where Lachmin never accompanied him. She had now 
reached the age of fifteen or sixteen, and on his return from a 
long sojourn, she proposed a separation drawn up in a way 
which among the lower castes of Hindus is esteemed legal. 
This pleased him, and being accomplished, he returned to 
his home and took a wife of his own kind. Lachmin rejoiced 
that he did so, feeling that her freedom was complete. We 
gave her work as a teacher, her mother gathering the girls to 
be taught, into her own little house. She often told us, she 
was a Christian at heart, and when she could get her mother’s 
consent, would be baptized. ‘The old woman proved to be 
most bigoted, and in various ways tried to get this “foolish 
notion” as she thought it, out of her daughter’s head. One way 
was to get her consent, to a kind of second marriage. This 
she utterly refused. When at one time Lachmin declared 
her intention of going to church, her mother’s wrath knew no 
bounds, and she not only abused her daughter, but tried to 
make her an object of contempt to others, by her slanders. 
All her efforts to move her daughter, proving futile, she ceased ~ 
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to eat, saying she would never taste food until Lachmin 
promised never again to go to church, and that she would go 
to the Ganges to bathe, in token that she had given up all 
ideas of becoming a Christian. To'the Ganges she refused to 
go, but did promise that without consent, she would not be 
baptized, and the mother had to be satisfied and take her food. 
It has been a hard struggle for years between the two, and 
many atime through the wretched intrigues of her mother, 
and her friends, we have feared she would lose her good 
name. She has been fearless herself, conscious of her own 
uprightness—believing the truth would be manifest in the 
end, and so it has been. She keeps on with her teaching and 
supports her mother, and se successful is she in her work, 
that twelve women and girls who began with her, have been, 
and many now are, working as teachers in our Mission. The 
last teacher I talked with before leaving for home was Lach- 
min. She assured me, that her desire to confess Christ was 
as strong as ever, and that she would do so as soon as 
she could. Her mother is very feeble, but her heart is hard as 
adamant. She acknowledges Lachmin’s patience, and says 
she is very good, and supplies all her wants. No baptized 
teacher that we have in a day school has shown more entire 
devotion to her work, than this one. 

When the pupils in our schools began to increase rapidly, 
we thought best to limit the number each teacher should take 
to thirty, and paid only for those. Lachmin had many more 
than that, and when we reminded that her pay could not in- 
crease, she replied, ‘‘I will teach thirty for the Mission, and 
the remainder for the Lord alone.” 
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I was very troubled one day on hearing that a rich native 
gentleman had offered Lachmin a good sum, to go daily to 
his house and instruct the Zenana ladies. He wished no 
Christian teaching, and had asked her, instead of coming to 
our Mission, for a teacher. I waited a few days, thinking she 
would speak to me and when she did not, I went to the gen- 
tleman to learn what he had done. He readily admitted 
going to see her, but said that he met with such a rebuff, that 
he never again should try to get one of our teachers, except- 
ing through the Mission. Her reply to him was, ‘‘I will go 
where Iam sent, and no where else, though one hundred 
rupees a month were offered me.” Lachmin is many grades 
lower in caste than this family, and pride might have made 
her desirous of going to them as teacher. I feared it, but do 
not know that the thought entered her heart, certainly it did 
notinfluence her action. All arrangements are made by us for 
receiving her into our Home any time she is left alone, but 
we cannot urge her to a step that will separate her from her 
poor old mother, and it may yet be that her loving care will 
win her to a recognition of the greater love of her Heavenly 
Father. ; 

Lachmin is the representative of a large class in India. 
Her name is as yet on no Church roll, but she is a Christian, 
and doing service for the Master, helping to leaven the mass 
with Gospel truth. By and bye, her work with that of many 
another humble disciple, will shine brightly, and to us who 
know these people the question “Does Mission work pay?” 
has abundant answer. 
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